
English Year 1 

These are the objectives that children will be taught in English 

during Year 1. 

Reading 

Word Reading 

Apply phonic knowledge confidently and accurately to decode appropriate words. 

 

Respond automatically with the correct sound to graphemes for all 40+ phonemes, 

including alternative sounds. 

 

Confidently blend sounds where appropriate, in unfamiliar words. 

 

Read the full range of common frequency words for YR 1 (Spelling appendix 1). 

 

Read words with a range of suffixes, including – s, -es, -ing, -ed and –est. 

 

Independently read words of more than one syllable, appropriate to age-related texts. 

 

Automatically read contractions and know the omitted letters that the apostrophes 

represent e.g. don’t, won’t, doesn’t, we’ll, couldn’t, didn’t. 

 

Read pseudo (alien) words with accuracy and fluency. 

 

Comprehension 
Listen to, discuss and enjoy a wide range of poems and stories at a level beyond that 

which they can read independently; offer contribution to discussion; raise questions; 

explain opinions. 

 

Securely know a range of key stories, fairy stories and traditional tales; retell them 

orally with confidence and without support; retell in writing. 

 

Link what they read to their own experiences. 

 

Join in automatically with predictable phrases in poems and stories. 

 

Discuss and clarify the meanings of more challenging words, using other known 

vocabulary to support explanation. 

 

Quickly identify when reading has not made sense, or punctuation misinterpreted; re-

read and self-correct without prompting. 

 



Understand and explain how the title relates to the events or information within the 

text. 

 

Make inferences with confidence, on the basis of what is said and done. 

 

 
Writing 

Spelling 

Confidently write from memory, simple dictated sentences containing the GPCs and 

words taught so far. 

 

Spell words containing all of the 40+ phonemes; demonstrate confidence with consonant 

digraphs and vowel digraphs. 

 

Spell words using the prefix un- e.g. unhappy, unfair; the suffixes –ing, -ed, -er and –est 

where no change is made to the root word; know how the affix affects the meaning of 

the word. 

 

Spell at least all the common exception words in the YR 1 spelling appendix. 

 

Recognise and spell a wide range of simple compound words. 

 

Understand the difference between singular and plural.  

 

Add suffixes s and es to words e.g. cats, witches; and to 3rd person singular e.g. 

catches. 

 

Name the letters of the alphabet in order, quickly and confidently. 

 

Handwriting 

Most letters are correctly formed and orientated, including lower case, capital letters 

and digits. 

 

Capital letters formed correctly and appropriately, relative to lower case letters. 

 

Spaces between words are appropriate in size. 

 

Letters sit on the line correctly. 

 

According to the school handwriting policy, some letters may be joined. 
 



Structure and Purpose 

Compose sentences orally before writing; talk with some confidence about where the 

sentence begins and ends. 

 

Write appropriately to the task. 

 

Write sequences of accurate sentences to form narratives based on real or fictional 

experiences. 

 

Orally compose and write a variety of simple poems, sometimes independently. 

 

Re-read writing independently, to check it makes sense. 

 

Discuss own writing with others; make appropriate revisions. 

 

Vocabulary, Punctuation and Grammar 
 

Write sentences which are usually grammatically accurate. 

 

Experiment with a range of joining words. 

 

Reliably use a capital letter and full stop to show sentence boundaries; sometimes use 

question mark or exclamation mark in the right place. 

 

Use a capital letter for the names of people and places, days of the week, and for the 

personal pronoun ‘I’. 

 

Often include adjectives for description. 

 

Use some features of Standard English e.g. I did, we were. 
 
 


