
English Year 2 

These are the objectives that children will be taught in English 

during Year 2. 

Reading 

Word Reading 

Use phonic knowledge and skills to read automatically and with fluency. 

 

Confidently and independently read words with common suffixes. 

 

Automatically read a wide range of common exception words, including all the words in 

Appendix 1, YR 2. 

 

Use segmenting and blending only occasionally, when required for new words. 

 

Comprehension 
Fully engage with reading various genres of text, including young paperbacks, sharing 

and explaining preferences. 

 

Listen to, discuss and express views about a wide range of contemporary and classic 

poetry, including independent reading of some more challenging texts; able to explain 

viewpoint. 

 

Listen to, discuss and express views about a wide range of stories, explaining viewpoint, 

raising questions and responding to what others say. 

 

Show clear comprehension of texts read independently; re-read and self-correct after 

misreading; comprehend more challenging vocabulary. 

 

Know and accurately retell a wide range of stories, both orally and in writing, adding 

sufficient detail. 

 

Discuss sequence of events accurately, and how items are related. 

 

Make insightful inferences and predictions on the basis of information given. 

 

Discuss and express views about a range of non-fiction texts, drawing comparisons and 

explaining viewpoint. 

 

Discuss and identify the meaning of new words, sometimes independently; justify 

favourite words and phrases; apply in writing. 

 



Recognise and discuss simple recurring literary language. 

 

Recite by heart a repertoire of poems, both independently in groups, using appropriate 

intonation to interest the audience. 

 
Writing 

Spelling 

Write from memory, simple dictated sentences which include familiar GPCs, common 

exception words and punctuation. 

 

Spell confidently at the national standard, using phonemic knowledge and familiarity 

with YR 2 spelling rules and conventions. 

 

Attempt to spell more ambitious vocabulary. 

 

Spell all common exception words in the YR 2 spelling appendix accurately. 

 

Spell all common homophones in the YR 2 spelling appendix. 

 

Spell a wide range of common contractions accurately e.g. it’s, can’t, didn’t; or to mark 

singular possession. 

 

Handwriting 

Holds pencil correctly. 

 

Writing is legible. 

 

All letters and digits are consistently formed and of the correct size, orientation and 

relationship to one another. 

 

Spacing is appropriate to the size of letters. 

 

Appropriate letters are joined consistently, according to the school’s handwriting 

approach. 

 

Structure and Purpose 

Compose sentences orally. Use the drafting process to gather and write down ideas and 

key words, drawn from wide reading. 

 



Maintain appropriate narrative form, through longer pieces of writing about personal 

experiences or those of others, whether real or imagined. 

 

Write about real events, independently maintaining form and purpose. 

 

Confidently and independently write poems which are effective, in a variety of forms. 

 

Re-read writing and make revisions and additions, often without prompting. 

 

Vocabulary, Punctuation and Grammar 
 

Consistently write a range of sentence structures which are grammatically accurate e.g. 

commands, questions and statements. 

 

Vary the ways in which clauses are joined, whether by co-ordination (using and, or, but) 

or subordination (when, if, because). 

 

Punctuate sentences accurately, including capital letters, full stops, question marks and 

exclamation marks; commas in lists. 

 

Consistently use varied vocabulary to create detail and interest. 

 

Identify four-word classes and select appropriate usage of word. 

 

Choose the past or present tense appropriately, including the progressive form. 

 

Consistently use appropriate features of Standard English. 


